A lot of the work of the Society is done by its committees, which are staffed by Fellows volunteering their time. Membership is for three years (extendable up to a maximum of six). There are vacancies every year as members retire so if you are able to help we would like to hear from you. Please contact the appropriate committee chair (directly or through the Executive Secretary at de@ras.org.uk).
Note that the chairs, in nominating new members to Council, will take into account the existing balance of gender, age, occupation, subject discipline and geographical location represented on their committee.
For a list of committees, their current composition and their terms of reference please look at the RAS website at www.ras.org.uk/html/ ras_committees.html.
Discount for members
Canopus Publishing is offering RAS Fellows a 25% discount on its books, including the forthcoming Encyclopedia of Astronomy, edited by Paul Murdin and Margaret Penston. Details of this and other discounts available to Fellows, including many from other publishers, can be found on the RAS website, at www.ras.org.uk/ html/ras_discounts.html.
New membership cards
RAS members will shortly receive new membership cards for the 2004-05 session. The new cards, in the style of a credit card, carry a colourful image and show each member's name, so they can be used with the identification badges at RAS meetings. They will also be used for access to the RAS in Burlington House.
Fellows should note that they will be expected to bring their cards to RAS meetings, to ensure that they are not asked to pay the fees that now apply to non-members.
Members should also note that this year the Society will not be issuing printed programmes for RAS meetings. The RAS website has a comprehensive list of meetings and participants, which is kept up-to-date and can accommodate last-minute changes. A poster detailing the dates and titles of RAS meetings for the coming session will be sent to RAS points-of-contact at UK universities and institutions and should be on display early in October. If not, get in touch with your point-of-contact or ask at Burlington House.
New Fellows
T he RAS has now officially passed the milestone of 3000 members. The Membership Committee has been doing a successful job, and deserves congratulations. The following were elected as Fellows of the Society on 14 July 2004: very year the RAS makes awards in response to nominations submitted by Fellows. The awards acknowledge excellence at all levels, from noteworthy contributions by younger scientists, to a lifetime's outstanding achievements.
We now need nominations for awards to be made in 2005. Without nominations there can be no awards, so this is an opportunity for the entire RAS community to be part of a high-profile function of the Society. Nominations are welcome from any Fellow -you don't have to be a potential prizewinner yourself in order to put forward a name. Nominations from postgraduates will receive the same consideration as those from former Society presidents. So if your thesis supervisor is the greatest thing since sliced bread, get in touch.
Nominations may be made in any appropriate format, but the awards committees attach greater weight to detailed, factual cases; for example, the nominee's CV, a short list of key publications (preferably with bibliometric citation data), and co-ordinated supporting statements will greatly strengthen a case. This is especially important for the Fowler Awards, where nominees may not yet have wide recognition.
There are no restrictions on the nationality, age, or gender of nominees, who need not be Fellows. Nominations, in strict confidence, may be made in writing (email or hardcopy) to the Executive Secretary, or online at www.ras.org .uk/html/nominations/nom_intro .html (where further details of individual awards may be found). The deadline for receipt at Burlington House is 12 November 2004.
RAS awards
Your Society needs you.
J acqueline Mitton, RAS Public
Relations Officer for many years, has now retired and we take this opportunity to recognize her achievements and introduce her successor as one of our two RAS Communication Officers, Anita Heward.
Jacqueline has prepared RAS press releases, given media advice and been at the heart of the National Astronomy Meeting each year, keeping the press room efficient and productive in the face of increasingly shorter deadlines and the ebb and flow of press demands. At the same time she has maintained her own astronomical interests and produced a string of well-regarded books. Jacqueline has also been a stalwart supporter of A&G, always ready to bring the benefit of her considerable professional experience to bear on the evolution of this magazine -to very good effect. Thank you from A&G! The RAS will not be without press support, however. Peter Bond continues his work and will be joined by Anita Heward. Both will now act as Communication Officers, reflecting the diversification of the public relations role with the growth of electronic communication. Anita has considerable experience in promoting science, including her work as coordinator of the "UK Goes to the Planets" promotional campaign, and work for the National Space Centre in Leicester, PPARC and the British Council. She is enthusiastic about working with the RAS and you can expect to find her at RAS meetings this autumn.
